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The University of Texas at San Antonio

ÅEnrollment ïOver 29,000 

students

Å3rd largest University in Texas 

and only 2nd in UT System

ÅEight Colleges and one Graduate 

School

Å133 degree programs including 

21 doctoral programs

Å$67 million in research and 

sponsored programs

ÅFastest growing university in UT 

System



Å Advanced Engineering and Technology (AET) 

Building ($82.5M; December 2009)

ï Physics Department occupies the 3rd floor  

(over 14,000 square feet of lab space)

Å Thin Films Laboratory

Å Biophotonics Research and Imaging Laboratory

Å Photonic Materials Laboratory

Å Biophysics Laboratory

Å Nanomaterials Syntheses Labs

Å Terahertz Laboratory

Å Advanced Microscopy Laboratory

ï TEM-STEM, SEM, AFM, Raman

ï Including the most advanced spherical 

aberration corrected STEM (JOEL ARM)

Å Astronomy Facilities

Å Computational Physics Laboratories

ï Access to the Texas Advanced Computing 

Center (TACC at UT Austin)

Physics and UTSA Infrastructure



Relationship with Northwestern 

University (MRSEC)

ÅSummer Research at NU-MRSEC
ïFour UTSA PREM students (two undergraduates and two graduates) 

have arranged to conduct PREM research at NU over the summer 2010

ÅEducation Outreach Effort between NU and UTSA
ïSummer RET (Research Experience for Teachers) program 

development at UTSA

ÅSpring PREM Meetings
ïSeminars given by NU-MRSEC faculty (Dr. Igal Szleifer and Dr. 

Monica De La Cruz)

ïInteractions with NU-MRSEC faculty

ÅMeetings with both UTSA-PREM Faculty and Students

ÅConference Calls

ÅEmail Communications



UTSA Education and Outreach Efforts

Å Currently developing a Research 

Experience for Teachers (RET) 

Program with NU-MRSEC

ï Pilot RET will begin Summer 2011 at 

UTSA

Å PREM students participate annually as 

Judges of the Regional Science Fair in 

San Antonio

Å Hosted Summer Experience Program 

for Upward Bound High School 

Students

ï Students worked through modules 

in the lab with hands-on 

experiments

Å Absorption and Emission 

Spectroscopy

Å Absorption and Scattering 

measurements with integrating spheres

Å UTSA department of Physics and Astronomy 

hosts an annual BiophotonicsSymposium in 

collaboration with The Center for Biophotonics

Science and Technology (CBST) 


